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Are you registered to 
vote? Scan to check or 
to get registered! 

On April 4th, an election will take place to further decide on the future of Lewis  
Elementary.  A ballot measure will ask voters to approve the movement of $.70 from 
the district’s Debt Service fund to its Operating Fund.  This measure would provide for 
the revenue required to pay for a new $33 million elementary building to be built on 
the same location as the current building.

It’s no surprise that Lewis is in need of being replaced, as it is the oldest school 
building in the Excelsior Springs School District.  During the district’s long 
range facility planning, both Westview and Lewis Elementary Schools were 

THE ONLY CONSTANT IS CHANGE

Dr. Jaret Tomlinson



What is Proposition Lewis?
Proposition Lewis is the next phase of our carefully 

planned Long Range Facilities Plan that will provide a new 
Lewis Elementary for our community, our staff, and most 
importantly our students. Proposition Lewis is a NO TAX 
RATE INCREASE Levy Transfer on the April 4th ballot that, 
if approved by voters, will allow the district to transfer .70 
from our debt services fund into our operating fund. This 
transfer will provide the operating funds needed to build 
a new Lewis Elementary, at no additional cost to our tax 
payers. 

What does Proposition Lewis
 mean for our students?

It’s their time. The district has been successfully 
maintaining the aging facilities at the current Lewis 
Elementary throughout our Phase I renovation of Elkhorn 
Elementary, upgrades at the High School and Middle 
School, and opening of a new Cornerstone Elementary. 
Now that those projects are complete and the district 
has delivered on those promises made to taxpayers, 
the time is now to rebuild a new Lewis Elementary; to 
provide the very same state-of-art learning facilities to 
our Lewis families that the other elementary students 
and staff in our district enjoy. The Lewis and downtown 
Excelsior Springs community supported our schools as 
we completed Phase I of our facilities plan, and now it’s 
time for us to support them.

What does Proposition Lewis 
mean for our community?

Imagine driving down Job Corps hill, and looking 
to the East being welcomed by a brand new Lewis 
Elementary school.  What an inviting and important step 
in the rejuvenation of our Downtown Excelsior Springs 
community. Strategic planning and collaboration with 
the City of Excelsior Springs has created a unique Lewis 
design that will allow it to blend in with our historic 
downtown neighborhoods, businesses, and especially 
the Elms architecture. Soft warm tones, timber accents 
designs, and a large lit glass atrium will highlight the 
new construction and be a place for Excelsior students to 
learn and grow for generations to come.

Proposition Lewis is the next step in the plan to continue 
building a better future together, as a school district 
and community. The opportunity to drastically improve 
the learning environment for our Lewis Elementary 
students and staff, while at the same time providing an 
enormous benefit to the revitalization of our downtown 
community.  All of this being accomplished with a NO TAX 
RATE INCREASE levy transfer. If you have 
any questions please visit our Proposition 
Lewis FAQ page or reach out to us at the 
district. We would be happy to help keep 
you informed and better understand 
this opportunity for our schools, our 
community, and our students. 

BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE TOGETHER

“Proposition Lewis is the next step in the plan to continue building 
a better future together, as a school district and community.”

Dr. Mark Bullimore

210 South Street, Excelsior Springs  |   griffeyinsurance.com  |  816-630-2671

Fishing River 01 
The Montgomery • 425 S. Thompson, ES

Fishing River 02 
Flack Memorial Christian Church • 1300 Tracy, ES 

Fishing River 03 
Mosby City Hall • 12312 4th St., Mosby

Fishing River 4
MO City School • 700 E. Main, MO City

Washington 1 & 2 
Excelsior Springs Baptist Church • 1500 Rosalea, ES

Washington 3
First United Methodist • 1000 E 92 Hwy, Kearney

RAY COUNTY:
Homestead Village Precinct 

Crystal Lakes Clubhouse • 14739 Crystal Drive, ES 

Wood Heights Precinct
Pisgah Church •112 Pisgah Drive, ES



se.com/us/enable 

Excelsior Springs School District saves on energy costs and 
reinvests in schools district-wide over two-year partnership

Football field lighting

Interior & exterior LED lighting

VoIP phones

Mechanical upgrades

Building automation system

We appreciate your partnership, 
Excelsior Springs!
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PLAN TO GO 
VOTE ON APRIL 4

What would a new building mean to Lewis Elementary?
I continue to be so proud of the Lewis 

staff for their hard work and commitment 
to our students! The staff is dedicated to 
helping all students reach their fullest 
potential. As we approach the April 4 
Proposition Lewis Levy vote, it is exciting 
to think about what a new building 
would mean to our school community.  
A new building would provide the 
Lewis students and staff with an inviting 
learning environment. The collaborative 
spaces and updated classrooms would 
help build an excitement for learning.  
A new building would ensure Lewis 
students have the same opportunities 
as those that attend Cornerstone and 
Elkhorn.

A new Lewis elementary  would also 
complement the revitalization that is 
being done to the downtown area of 
Excelsior Springs. How exciting would it 
be to drive down Job Corps Hill and see a 
new Lewis Elementary?  I can picture the 
excitement on the faces of our students 
as they walk through the doors of the 
new building for the first time! Lewis 
teachers and students are working hard 
every day to build a culture of kindness 
and academic success. A new building 
would give our students the opportunity 
to continue this work in an updated and 
inviting space.   Our Lewis students and 
staff encourage everyone to get out and 
vote on April 4th! 

Dr. Jillian Comstock

identified as needing to be replaced.   The deci-
sion was made to build Cornerstone to replace 
Westview and 2 years after moving in, the project 
has been a big win for students, teachers, and the 
community.

The next phase of the plan is now upon us.  The 
new Lewis will take 18 months to complete and 
boast all of the modern educational advances the 
same as Cornerstone and the recently renovated 
Elkhorn buildings.  It will be a nearly 70,000 sq/ft 
facility that will be the beacon of the downtown 
landscape as it’s the first thing you will see as you 
descend Job Corps Hill.  Careful planning in the 
Lewis design has changes from Cornerstone that 
will make it blend in with the historical nature of 
downtown and especially the Elms architecture. 
Soft warm tones will highlight the new construc-
tion and be a place for Excelsior students to learn 
and grow for generations to come.

The ballot measure does not increase taxes.  In-
stead it repurposes money the district already has 
so that the project can move forward.  Whether 
the measure passes or not, the tax rate citizens 
pay will be the exact same.  It is really a vote of 
whether or not our community wants a new 
building for the students at Lewis.

The leadership at the district believes this will 
be a smashing success the same as Cornerstone.  
We have the same architect, construction part-
ners, and overall team that we had before. Our 
commitment is to deliver high quality schools 
with prudent use of tax payer dollars to deliver on 
our promise of making Excelsior Springs a great 
place to go to school and to be a taxpayer.

Although change and progress can be hard, the 
outcomes are worth the effort.  Please do your 
part on April 4th, and show up at the polls to vote 
for what you hope to see as the future of Lewis 
Elementary.
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THE VISION OF A FUTURE LEWIS

PROPOSITION
LEWIS 
PROVIDES THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE 
EXCELSIOR 
SPRINGS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT TO 
CONTINUE THEIR 
IMPROVEMENT 
PLANS BY 
BUILDING A 
BRAND NEW 
FACILITY 
FOR LEWIS 
ELEMENTARY

CLASSROOM

CAFETERIA

MAIN ENTRANCE
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COMMONS & MEDIA CENTER 
UPGRADES

MISCELLANEOUS 
IMPROVEMENTS

2020 2021
NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
W/ STORM SHELTER

SUMMER 2020–AUGUST 2021

SUMMER 2023 – FALL / WINTER 2024 

SUMMER 2020

SUMMER 2021

2022 2023 2024

RENOVATION & EXPANTION 
W/ STORM SHELTER SUMMER 2020–AUGUST 2021

PHASE TWO BOND ISSUE TBD

CORNERSTONE ELEMENTARY

LEWIS ELEMENTARY

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

EXCELSIOR SPRINGS MIDDLE SCHOOL

ELKHORN ELEMENTARY

COMPLETED AS 

PROMISED!

RELOCATED FROM WESTVIEW TO NEW 
ELEMENTARY W/ STORM SHELTER

MOVED TO FORMER WESTVIEW, CLASSROOM 
RENOVATIONS AND, NEW PLAYGROUND

LEWIS BUILDING TIMELINE:

COLLABORATIVE SPACECOMMON AREA LIBRARYGYM

If Proposition Lewis is passed, project completion
 is expected by Winter 2024 with a brand new 

facility, playground and layout.  

Scan to learn more, 
including a simulated
 video of the planned

 Lewis Elementary School:



What does a new Lewis mean to you?
“The thought of a new Lewis 
brings tears to my eyes. A new 
Lewis means a structurally sound, 
and clean environment for Lewis 
learners and staff. The students 
and staff at Lewis deserve a 
building that is designed for 
today’s learners. Most important 
though, it means that Lewis 
students, and families will feel 
included in the district and the 
vision they have for all. A new 
Lewis would be a benefit to the 
entire community.” 

“Lewis Elementary has served many families and children 
for years and years.  It has evolved structurally from a middle 
school into an elementary school and has been changed 
to accommodate students as the population has grown. 
A new Lewis would mean natural light in our classrooms,  
spacious rooms for our children to learn and grow in,  and 
a school our community will see as inviting and will be 
proud of! Lewis students deserve a bright,  beautiful,  safe 
environment to learn in. They deserve to attend a new, safer 
school,  as they spend so much of their young lives there.  
The teachers and staff also deserve an amazing school to 
teach in, as we also spend so much of our time there.  I know 
for a fact, the spirit of Lewis will continue to shine in a brand 
new school...a new school much needed for the children and 
community of Excelsior Springs!”

“Lewis Elementary is made up of 
amazing students, families and 
staff. It is an honor to work with 
such dedicated people who share 
the same goal... which is to provide 
our kiddos a place that is safe, fun, 
inviting and engaging.  I am excited 
to be part of this endeavor and look 
forward to a school that will assist 
teachers and other staff in providing 
an environment that we are excited 
about and proud of. Our kids and 
staff deserve a new building. What 
a wonderful way to support our 
students and their families!”

LEWIS SPOTLIGHT: HEAR FROM STAFF & STUDENTS

-Marek

“A new playground that 
has a big area with new 

soccer goals & swings. 
Better smart boards 

would help the teachers. 
I just want it to be 

as good as Cornerstone, 
or better!”

-Mikkhi

“Recess on a new playground would be 
awesome! Also more space in a new cafeteria 

to eat and visit with our friends.”

“New classrooms with new smart boards and 
new desks. New cubbies in the hall to keep our 
own stuff in”

-Mikel

“Better air-conditioning, 
sometimes ours doesn’t work 
very well. Also a new playground, 
whenever Cornerstone opened 
their playground was awesome! 
It will be a cool brand new school 
for my little brother and mom.”

-Elena



Why now?
Lewis Elementary is in dire need of facil-

ity, utility, and equipment upgrades and 
replacements. The district has done a good 
job of fiscal management and planning in 
order to prepare for this next step. Building 
schools will only continue to be more ex-
pensive in the future, so we believe the time 
is now.

What have we accomplished with prior 
ballot measures?

The successful passing of Proposition 
Tiger in 2020 provided us with the oppor-
tunity to successfully build Cornerstone El-
ementary, transition the previous Westview 
Elementary into a new Early Childhood Cen-
ter, and renovate Elkhorn Elementary and 
the High School commons. The progress 
as promised on our 2020 bond provided 
us with the momentum and experience to 
move forward with Proposition Lewis.

What has been the process to get to 
this point?

A long range facility plan (LRFP) was de-
veloped in the 2018-19 school year that 
identified areas of need within our district 
and a phased plan to meet those needs for 
the next 10-15 years.

 
How much will this increase my taxes?

This is a NO TAX RATE INCREASE Levy 
transfer. 

When will construction begin?
Summer of 2023.

Where will current Lewis students go 
during the rebuild? 

 The students will be placed at the Early 
Childhood Center (formerly Westview  
Elementary) during construction. 

What happens if this ballot 
measure does not pass?

We will not be able to replace Lewis with-
out the passing of Proposition Lewis. In the 

event that voters fail to pass the levy trans-
fer, we will continue to use the existing 
building as we do now. District maintenance 
funds will be used to make necessary repairs 
by priority of need as facilities/equipment 
continue to break down.

What is the Ballot Levy Wording?
Shall the Board of Education of Excelsior 

Springs School District #40 be authorized 
to increase the operating tax levy ceiling to 
$4.6089 per $100 of assessed valuation ac-
cording to the 2023 assessment for operat-
ing expenses and funding capital projects 
of the District, including constructing a new 
elementary school?

If this question is approved, the operat-
ing tax levy of the District is estimated to 

increase by $0.70 per $100 of assessed valu-
ation, and the District expects to make a 
corresponding reduction to its debt service 
tax levy in the same amount resulting in the 
estimated overall tax levy of the District to 
remain unchanged.

What is the Overall Impact?
This levy transfer allows ESSD to transfer 70 

cents from our debt services fund to our op-
erating fund, resulting in an overall NO TAX 
RATE INCREASE. This transfer provides the 
district with the operating funds to build a 
new Lewis Elementary.

PROPOSITION LEWIS FAQ

PROUD TO BUILD THE FUTURE 
FOR EXCELSIOR SPRINGS 

STUDENTS AS PART OF THE 
2020 BOND PROGRAM! 
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Inspire.
Empower.
Challenge.
Keep up with the
School District at
Facebook.com/ESSD40
and ESSD40.com

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

For more information, 
contact your Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones cannot accept gift cards, 
cash or checks as donations.

CEA-9901D-A 

Investing in and 
supporting our 
communities

Go Tigers!

Jeremy Stone 

2400 Vintage Court 
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024 
816-630-9674
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